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WHY DO WE STUDY ENGLISH?
Pre-Reading
A) Read the questions and think of the answers.

1. Do you listen to songs in English?
2. Do you know the lyrics of those songs?
3. How do you get to know them?
4. Do you surf the Internet?
5. What kind of websites are you interested in?
Reading
B) Read the text and complete the activities.


REASONS FOR STUDYING ENGLISH

English is part of our language; we sometimes don’t realise how many English words we know from the media, films, publicity, TV, songs and the Internet. There are many reasons for reasons for learning English. For example, to understand songs; students constantly ask teachers the meaning of lyrics, as they want to know what the writer or singer means.
Also, not all books are translated, so at school and university, students have to read articles and books in English to become better professionals. What is more, there are many international industries and companies settled in non-English speaking countries which need bilingual employees, and most jobs these days require writing e-mails and speaking with foreigners. Other purposes for studying English is travelling abroad, visiting different places, meeting English speakers and experiencing other cultures. English is learnt all around the world, so sometimes it allows you to communicate with the locals easier. English is also the language of technology. Every day more and more new electronic goods and devices are invented, and their instruction manuals are normally written in English. 
Finally, perhaps the most popular reason for studying English is the Internet. Together with computers, it is part of our lives. Everything can be found in the net and almost every person has access to it.
Professionals, workers, students, teenagers, housewives: everyone look up information, news, even song lyrics. Many of the sites and software are in English so that they are available for everybody around the world.
No matter what the reason, nobody can deny that we need to study English to understand the world around us.
C) Complete the sentences according to the information in the text.

1- In general teenagers want to know English to ………………………………….
2- At university English is important because ……………………………………..
3- Many companies and industries require …………………… employees in case they have to write …………………. Or speak ……………………..
4- English is necessary to …………………….to non Spanish-speaking countries, to ………………… abroad and to ………………………….. different cultures.
5- Many manuals of ………………………………………. are in English.
6- There are computer ………………………….. and also web ………………………..written in English.
7- Our culture is influenced by ……………………..

D) Read the sentences based on the text and write TRUE or FALSE. Justify the false answers.

1. English is learnt and spoken by millions of people all around the world. __________________________________
2. In general teenagers ask their teachers the meaning of words or phrases of books and poems. ____________________________________________
3. At university or schools, students need English because important data is in English. _____________________________________________________
4. The most pleasant reason to study English is working. __________________________________________________
5. Nowadays English is required in order to use computers and the Internet.______________________________________________

E) Answer about the text.

1. Is English part of our lives?_______________________________________
2. Do students need to know the language? ___________________________
3. Why do some jobs require bilingual employees?____________________________________________________
4. Why do we need English for travelling? ______________________________________________________________
5. Why are there computer programs in English? _____________________________________________________________


F) Vocabulary. Find in the text words that mean….

1. A global wide area network that connects computer systems across the world. _____________________
2. A person who speaks two languages. _________________
3. Written information about how something works. ___________________
4. Able to be used or obtained; at someone’s disposal. __________________
5. A person born in or coming from a country other than your own. ___________________

G) Use of English.
Rewrite the following sentences into the negative form. Use the Present Simple Tense.

1. English is part of our language. ___________________________________
2. Students constantly ask teachers the meaning of lyrics. _______________________________________________________________
3. English allows you to communicate to the locals easier. _______________________________________________________________
4. Instruction manuals are normally written in English. _______________________________________________________________
5. Every person has access to it. _____________________________________

H) You know more English words than you think! Write or explain the meaning of the following words in your own language. 

1. Sale _______________
2. Mail _______________
3. Heavy metal ________________
4. Personal trainer _______________
5. Fast food ___________________
6. Shopping ___________________
7. Camping _____________________

I) Transparent Words vs False Friends. 
“Transparent words” are words which formation makes them easy to understand. 
“False friends” are words or expressions that have similar form to one in a native’s language, but a different meaning.

Examples: CALENDAR: transparent word / EMBARRASSED = PREGNANT : False friend

FALSE FRIENDS ACTIVITIES




